THE REGIONS OF POWER
This remark only made matters worse. He
answered more stubbornly than ever:
"Woman must play a passive part. She is
analytical, not synthetical. During all the centuries
of civilisation has there ever been a woman
architect? Ask her to build you a mere hut, not
even a temple; she cannot do it. She has no
sense for architecture, which is the synthesis of
all the arts; that is a symbol of her destiny. My
notion of woman's role in the State is utterly
opposed to feminism. Of course I do not want
women to be slaves, but if in Italy I proposed
to give our women votes they would laugh me
to scorn. As far as political life is concerned, they
do not count here. In England there are three
million more women than men, but in Italy
the numbers of the two sexes are the same. Do
you know where the Anglo-Saxon countries are
likely to end? In a matriarchy 1"
Since in this matter he was not open to argu-
ment, I alluded to a point of detail.
"I think, however, that the fascist State does
quite as much for the mother of an illegitimate
child as for any married woman ?"
"We do as much for mothers as any country
in Europe. The mother of an illegitimate child
is often in far greater need than a married woman."
Turning from this contentious point as to the
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